Chapter 18 SODDI NG

Introduction. Sod is grass which is cut froma well established field of grass
and placed at other locations. The locations at which sod is placed is
det erm ned by:
pl ans.
* as directed by Project Engineer.

The Specifications detail two types of sod; nursery sod and sod. The
di fference between the two will be discussed |ater. Nursery sod and sod are
generally placed at the follow ng | ocations:

* Sl opes steeper than 2 to 1.

* Sl opes where runoff fromthe adjacent property
can cause erosion.

* |In front of dwellings.

* |In ditches with a grade of 1%to 3%

* Adjacent to curbs, sidewal ks, inlets, end
sections, paved side ditch, etc.

* |n areas where nmulch seeding will not serve
satisfactorily.

This chapter will highlight the specifications that the Certified Technician
shoul d be aware of. These specifications include:

Preparation of ground before sodding.
Layi ng sod.

Wat eri ng sod

Limtations.

Measur ement and paynent.

Accept ance of sod.

* X X %k

*

Preparation of G ound Before Soddi ng. The area to be sodded shall be snoboth
uniform and shall be in accordance with the required cross section. Surfaces
prepared for sod shall be of sufficient depth bel ow unseated areas that newy
| aid sod shall be in accordance with the surroundi ng surface.

For those areas, which shall be covered with topsoil, the procedure for the
application of topsoil shall be in accordance with 621. 04.

After the area has been prepared for sod, fertilizer shall be applied at the
rate of 400 | b/acre. The surface shall be | oosened to a depth of 1 to 2 in. and
then raked before the sod is placed. Al clods, |unps, boulders, or waste
material shall be renoved satisfactorily.

In areas where the above nethod of preparation is inpracticable, a different
nmet hod may be approved.

Not ching for sod should be of sufficient depth that newy laid sod be | eve
with the surrounding soil surface. Notching elinmnates the possibility of the
sod

edges fromdrying out and dying.
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Not chi ng shoul d be preformed when sodding will |ay adjacent:

to the surrounding soil.
to sidewal k and curb.

to existing sod.

to pavenent.

* X *

Not ching is not needed al ong:

paved side ditch
* end sections and graded box end sections

* curbs along slope walls

Laying Sod. Sod strips shall be laid carefully by hand in the designated
direction. The sod shall be fitted to the surroundi ng grade and fixed objects.
The sod strips shall be butted together closely to avoid open joints.

Overl apping of sod will not be permtted. After laying and initial watering,
the sod shall be tanped or rolled as directed to ensure contact with the soi
underneath and shall be in accordance with the surroundi ng surface. After
conpaction, the sod shall present a snooth even surface free fromlunps and
depressions. On slopes of 3:1, or flatter, the use of broken sod strips will be
permtted. Where broken pieces are laid, no overlaps will be allowed.

Sod placed in ditches with grades steeper than 1 % and on slopes 3: 1 and

st eeper shall be pegged. The pegs shall be spaced not over 2 ft apart in each
strip neasured | engthwi se of the strip. Pegs shall be driven down until no nore
than 1 in. protrudes above the surface of the sod. Grades and slopes flatter
than specified herein shall be pegged as directed.

Pegs shall be wood at least 0.5 in. by 0.075 in. by 12 in. In lieu of pegs, T -
shaped wire pins nmay be used. The pins shall be nachine bent from8 gage | ow
carbon steel with a minimumof a 8 in. leg, a 4 in. head, and a 1 in. secondary
drive. Pins shall be driven flush with the ton of the sod.

Watering Sod. Sod shall be watered inmedi ately after |aying. The anount of

wat ering shall be sufficient to saturate the sod and the upper few inches of
the underlying soil. The sod shall be watered once everyday of the first week,
once every second day of the second week, once every third day of the third
week, and once a week thereafter. Sod shall be maintained for a mninumof four
weeks fromthe time it is laid before being accepted. During periods of anple
rainfall, watering may be nodified to sinmulate the above schedul e. The

requi rements of 107.17 shall apply.

Seasonal Limtations. Sod placed during the nonths of June, July, and August
shal | be subject to the foll owi ng conditions:

sod shall be in good, live, growi ng condition; and

sod shall be placed within 36 hours after cutting and protected from damage
during that period
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Wnter sodding will be permtted when the tenperature is above 35 F. No frozen
sod shall be laid and no sod shall be laid on frozen soil. Sod shall be
properly protected fromdrying out and shall be laid within 48 hours after
cutting.

Met hod of Measurement. Sod is neasured in place. The neasurenents taken in
t he

field should be recorded in a field book. |If a small contract quantity is

i nvol ved, an |1 C 614 nay be used. The data placed in the field book shoul d

i ncl ude:

A drawi ng showi ng | ocati on.

Dat e pl aced.

Det ai | ed nmeasurenents.

Nane(s) of personnel doing the neasuring.
Conput ati on of areas.

* X Xk *

The field nmeasurenents should be taken to the nearest one half foot. The
conput ati on of individual areas should be to the nearest 0.1 square yard. Once
the individual areas are totaled the final sum should be rounded to the nearest
whol e square yard.

Basi s of Payment. The sod should be free fromall primry noxi ous weeds.
Noxi ous weeds are:

Canada Thistle Per enni al Peppergrass
Fi el d Bi ndweed Perenni al Sowt histle
Johnson Grass Russi an Knapweed
Quack Grass Wld Garlic

Sod is accepted by visual inspection. Acceptance in the field before cutting
shall not preclude (i.e. rule out) rejection when delivered to the project
site.

Nursery Sod shall neet the requirenents above. Nursery sod will be a variety

or blend of Kentucky bluegrass. It shall conply with nursery inspections and
pl ant
guarantine regulations of the States of origin and. It also shall conply with

Federal regul ations governing interstate novenent of nursery stock. A valid
copy of the certification of nursery inspection shall acconpany each shi pnent.
The Certified Technician should nmake sure this certification of nursery

i nspection is secured fromthe contractor.

Soddi ng and Nursery Sodding will be paid for at the contract unit price per
square yard conplete in place. The accepted quantity of fertilizer furnished
and delivered conplete in place will be will be included in the price for
soddi ng. Topsoil will be paid for at the contract price per cubic yard.
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